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new example in administration, and some of its members notably Asquith at the Home Office, and Acland at the Education Office, left a lasting mark on their departments It gave the first serious impetus to social reform, and kindled new hopes in its younger supporters, who welcomed any departure from conventional party politics.    It opened the battle with the House of Lords which was to come to its issue seventeen years later.   In all these respects it blazed new trails, and made a definite breach between the new Liberalism and the Whig individualism of previous years.
Foreign affairs were by no means uneventful during the three years of this Government. There was perpetual friction with France, which pursued what was called at the time a " policy of pin-pricks " in Egypt, Siam, Madagascar, Morocco, and anywhere else in the world where the interests of the two countries were in contact. On the evening of July 30, 1893, a report reached London that a French naval squadron, had peremptorily ordered the withdrawal of British gunboats in Siam, and for forty-eight hours it was in doubt whether this would not lead immediately to war. In the cool light of day the incident was explained as a misunderstanding, and was wound up by a suitable explanation; but it caused great excitement while it lasted, and the German Emperor, who happened to be visiting Cowcs, leapt to the idea of a great war in which. France would be worsted and Great Britain compelled to join. her fortunes to those of the Triple Alliance. This turned out: to be only the dream—or nightmare—of a day.
These foreign affairs revealed a sharp line of cleavage ict the Liberal party between Radical " little Englanders" who favoured  a policy  of  non-intervention and disarmament, and u Liberal Imperialists" who wished their party to keep abreast of the movement towards expansion and self-assertion, which was stirring all the nations in the last years of tbe century.    Sir William Harcourt and Mr. Morley belonged, to the 'former school, Lord Rosebery and the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Sir Edward Grey, to the latter.   Tke "little  Englanders"  had looked on uneasily when Lord Rosebery used firm language to the French about the incident in   Siam  in   1893,  and  again in  1895  when the     Grey declaration " was formulated warning the French that their saw " a great sincerity."arts of turning corners and parrying thrusts.   It was all useless. No argument about the strictly subordinate character of the proposed Irish Parliament prevailed against the view of its opponents that it meant separation and the disruption of the    fg/ Empire.   When the Bill reached the House of Lords it was    Id rejected by a majority of 419 to 41 on its second reading   *?' Ie prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
